
s c h o o l  m i n i s t r i e s ’  2 0 1 0  a n n ua l 
r e l e a s e d  t i m e  c o n f e r e n c e

Changing Lives for Eternity
Sharing God’s Word Through Released Time Bible Education

Conference pre-registration fee:
$50.00 for Affiliate members | $75.00 for all others | Add $10 for registration after March 1, 2010

Registration Form: 

Name: _ ______________________________________________________________________________

Released Time Program:_________________________________________________________________

❏ Board Member  ❏ Teacher/Volunteer  ❏ New Program Start Up Other:_______________________
           
Address:______________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________________ State: __________ Zip:_ ___________________

Phone: _______________________ E-Mail Address:__________________________________________

❏ Please check here if you want a vegetarian lunch.
Register by March 1, 2010, to avoid the $10 late registration fee. 
Please make your check payable to School Ministries.

Send this registration form  
and registration fee to:

School Ministries, Inc.
101 Rice Bent Way #6
Columbia, SC 29229

Phone: 803-772-5224
info@schoolministries.org
www.schoolministries.org

®

Friday, March 26, 2010: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Conference Location: Carolina First Center
One Exposition Drive, Greenville, SC 29607

Motel Location: Hampton Inn-Greenville
246 Congaree Road,  Greenville, SC 29607 | (864) 288-1200 
Conference Rate:  $69.00 + tax (Must mention “School 
Ministries” when making your motel reservation.)

Changing Lives for Eternity is the theme for this year’s 
conference. This theme underscores the why of 
Released Time Bible Education—to reach children 
with the Good News of God’s love. The luncheon 
theme speaker is Dr. Glen Schultz, a nationally known 
Christian educator. 

The agenda is rich with opportunities to explore issues 
of known interest to teachers and board members/
directors. In addition, there are early bird focus groups 
for those interested in starting new programs and for 
those interested in for-credit programs. 

The conference will begin with what is always a 
highlight for participants—the sharing of news from 
the affiliate programs and state networks on how God 
has been working in and through their programs as 
well as sharing challenges that need prayer. And then 
we pray!

This year’s conference is being hosted by the Christian 
Learning Center of Greenville, SC.

Lunch costs are included in the registration fee. 

Prayerfully consider joining us as we unite with our 
sisters and brothers in sharing the vision and best 
practices of Released Time programs as they change 
lives for eternity.

Agenda
8:45 – 10:00 – Registration & Lite 

Refreshments

9:00 – 10:00 – Early Bird Focus Groups
Starting New Programs
For-Credit Courses 
SMI State Network Leaders

10:00 – 10:05 – Welcome, Opening Prayer 
and Introduction to Conference

10:05 – 11:00 – Introductions of team 
members & reports on what God has 
been doing in there programs/state 
networks. (3 min. each)               

11:00 – 11:15 – Prayer	

11:20 – 12:15 – Parallel Sessions I
Keeping Legal a)	
�How to Counsel  b)	

12:15 – 12:45 – Lunch 	

12:45 – 1:15 – Changing Lives for Eternity 
Keynote	

1:15 – 1:40 – The Role of SMI Affiliates  
as SMI Grows National	

1:45 – 2:45 – Parallel Sessions II
Keeping It Safea)	
Getting the Right Curriculum	b)	

2:50 – 3:45 – Parallel Sessions III 
Hearing From You

RTBE Programs: Key Issues a)	
For-Credit Programs: Key Issues	b)	

3:50 – 3:55 – Wrap up 

3:55 – 4:00 – Closing Prayer	

Dr. Glen 
Schultz—
Theme 
Speaker
An educator 
for over 40 
years and 

SMI’s newest board member, 
Dr. Schultz currently 
serves as an Associate 
Pastor of Sherwood Baptist 
Church and Headmaster 
of Sherwood Christian 
Academy. He has served as 
a public school chemistry 
teacher, a Christian 
school science teacher, 
high school principal and 
superintendent. He also 
served as the Southeast 
Director for the Association 
of Christian Schools 
International and as director 
of Christian school resources 
at LifeWay Christian 
Resources. He is the author 
of the booklet A Parent’s 
Greatest Joy and the book 
Kingdom Education: God’s 
Plan for Educating Future 
Generations. 

✂



You can maximize the benefits of 
attending the conference by doing the 
following.
•	� Invite as many people as possible. Different people hear 

different things and having someone with whom to 
compare notes is the best way to capture the ideas that can 
make a difference in your own program(s). At the very least 
have two people attend from your RTBE program so that 
you will have someone covering administrative/board issues 
and one covering teacher issues in the parallel sessions.

•	 Decide who will go to which of the parallel sessions. 

•	� If you are involved with for-credit courses or want to be or if 
you are in the planning stages for a RTBE program, plan to 
attend the appropriate early bird focus group. 

•	� Come a little early so you have time for coffee and have 
informal conversations with people from other programs.

•	 �Designate a spokesperson for the opening session to report 
on what God has been doing through your program this 
year. There is only three minutes per Affiliate program, so do 
some advance thinking to ensure that the most important 
things are shared. 

•	� After the conference, schedule a time for your conference 
attendees to share their conference experiences with others 
in your program(s). Explore best ideas gained for possible 
implementation.

To help you in planning your involvement, the following 
information is provided on the programming elements.

Early Bird Focus Groups — 9am – 10am
These preconference meetings are designed to allow extra 
time for people with shared interests to meet together and 
share experiences around their common interests. This year 
the early bird focus groups include the following.

Starting New Programs—If you are in the process of setting 
up an RTBE program, this is the place for you. SMI Chair 
James F. O’Bryon and an experienced RTBE program leader 
are teaming up to provide assistance to people interested in 
starting new Released Time Bible Education programs. This 
session will deal with both political and operational issues 
and will respond to specific questions and concerns.

For-Credit Courses—If you are getting ready to offer or 
are already offering one or more for-credit high school 

level classes, this is the place for you. In 2006, the South 
Carolina Legislature passed a law allowing academic credit 
for Released Time Bible Education classes for elective high 
school credit. This will be the first opportunity for state-wide 
program representatives to discuss their experiences and what 
they have learned about program effectiveness. 

SMI State Network—This early bird focus group is limited to 
SMI state network leaders.

Parallel Session I — 11:20am – 12:15pm
Keeping It Legal—An attorney from Murphy and Grantland, 
P.A.,will address legal issues submitted by SMI Affiliates in 
advance of the conference (e.g., is it good to have employment 
contracts, what process should be followed in dismissing an 
employee). Time will be provided for Q&A.

How to Counsel—Woody Simpson is Ministry Coordinator 
for Child Evangelism Fellowship in Greenville, SC. He will 
walk people through steps in counseling RTBE students to 
salvation. Methods will be shared to encourage students’ 
growth as Christians.

Parallel Sessions II — 1:45pm – 2:40pm
Keeping It Safe—Jeff Darling of Cooley Insurance Agency 
will review key RTBE insurance issues. He will respond to 
questions affiliates raise in advance of the conference and 
allow additional time for Q&A. 

Getting the Right Curriculum—SMI’s task force on 
curriculum is made up of Jason Williams (North Carolina), 
Laura Hucks (Coastal Ministries, SC) and Jenni Miller (Ohio).  
They will highlight outcomes of the SMI October workshop 
on curriculum development, discuss essential characteristics 
of all RTBE curricula, and announce a new curriculum service 
that will soon be available on SMI Members’ Zone website.

Parallel Sessions III — 2:40pm – 3:35pm 
Hearing from You—Besides the topics covered earlier in the 
day, there are always other issues of concern to conference 
attendees. These sessions offer an opportunity to raise 
questions and discuss issues of concern either in RTBE 
programs or in for-credit courses. Each of the groups 
will have a facilitator who will first canvas participants to 
determine issues of concern and then proceed to deal with 
the issues in order of interest. Outcomes of these sessions 
may lead to future SMI programming and/or other SMI 
efforts.

Getting the Most Out of The SMI Annual Conference
Attending SMI’s Annual Conference offers several concrete benefits. It’s a way to thank staff, teachers and board  
members for their service. It’s a wonderful staff development opportunity to learn from experts and to explore what 
other programs are doing that can be of value to your program. It’s a way to recharge emotional and spiritual “batteries” 
for another year of service. It’s a chance to catch the vision of School Ministries.


